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SummerlsHere..

..and the aun is shining (for the time
being). Athough in Shefield we have
had more floods recently. Ater sveral
poor British Summersthe future is gart-
ing to look sunnier.

The news may not be all bad for the
Gowernment; sightings d green shoots'
arebeing reported & anincreasng rate,
both Halifax and Nationwide report an
increasein housepricesduring June for
the third time in 4 months and seeral
economic forecasts ae being improved
(maminally), 9 are we on the road to
recovery?

Gordon Bown is continuing to be pillo-
ried from al sdes, including his owvn
back bench, and the Telegraph is
hoping that they can squeeze just one
more story out of the expenses candal;
while all parties sean to have been
chasened by the Eulopean election
results.

What does this mean for the Gaming
industry? Ae we heading for recovery
or dedine? ®me recert developments
in the Ganming sector may inform your
view.

Ambitious Pans Thwvarted

wanted to

Theissueof subdivision o licensedprem-
ises hasonce again been tested. As
discussed inan earlier edition of GG this
issue is et to be absolutely defined.
However,a recert decison by Gastle Point
Borough Gouncil has ayain ruled against
this type of expanson. This bllows recent
guidance isued by the Gambling
Commissian entitled 2Licensing Condi-
tions and Codes d Practice, Supplement
4:Primary Gambling ActivitySwhich came
into effect on the 1stMay 2009.

Cagle Pant Baough Gouncil's licensing
sub-committee announced its decisionto
reject an aplication following a lengthy
hearing on 18th May,thisbecame the first
decision llowing the implemertation of
the suypplementary guidance referred to
above.

Esse basdl firm Sta Amusements, which
already traded in the borough, had

install high prize money
gambling machines (F@®T/ Category B2)
by splitting their premises to create a
"Beting Office alongside aproposed AGC

This dffers fran previous d@tempts by the
industry see&ing to establish mutiple
AGCat the same address b take advan-
tage of the sepaate machine entitle-
ments.

The licensing sub-committee did not feel

Lo
i

the application met the conditions o the
Ganbling Act, paticularly & the
machines would only be separated from
the rest of the games centre by an @artifi-
cial divider® Aso the Committee did not
feel that @principal activity® at the prem-
iseswould be betting, asrequired by the
Ganbling Gommissian through its
guidance.

Ladbrokes Beéting and Ganing Limited,
Gah ra Group Limited and Pidmore
Bookmakers dojected to the proposed
development and were reportedly
present at the hearing.

The Star Anusement centesin Landon
Roal, Berfleet, end Furtherwick Roal,
Carvey Idand, ae affected by the
decision.

Wefeel there is still milage in this stay!
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Under Age

- Areyou seaire?

The Ganbling Conmission has written to
licensed bookmakers © remind them that
they mud have effective policies and proce-
duresin placeto prevent young people (under
the age of 18 years) from gambling or ertering
a betting shop.

This Pllows arecent mystery shopper exercise
undertaken by the Gommisson throughout
England hat revealed a disurbing failure rate.
The exercise covered al the mapr betting
operators in Great Britain, acounting for
around 80% d betting shops, and the initial
results show that, in 98of the 100 $hops visited,
a 17yea old was alowed to placea bet a the
counter.

Wehave no doubt this will be followed up!

Ganbling Commission

- Erforcement Adion

The Ganbling Commission continue high
profile enforcement efforts in partnership
with local agencies.

Ree@nt publicised adion includes an liegal
betting investigation in Hayes which resulted
in atlead one ares and the sazure of illegally
sited gaming machines in Southampton.

Folowing on from the preceding article,
operators may soon expec formal test
purchase exercises in their aea. Are you
satisfied with your training? Are the required
policies in place? Are they being imple-
mented? Proper policiesare all very well, but
of no use if not utilised.

Folowing on from our ealier stories m
this subpct, we can report that the Sttu-
tory Levy will not be implemented for the
next 3 yea period.

This Dllows considerable efiorts by BSL
(Business inSpat and Leisure) and in
particular Rissdl Hoyle, Charman of the
Gaming working group.

BISL preseied a voluntary scheme
funded, once agan, by the larger opera-
tors secung £5m + per amum for the
next 3yeas.

The minister with responsiblity (a that
time), Gery Sutcliffe, stated in a recent
press retae:

3l amvery pleasedthat we have managed
to secure the future of this important

work,without the need for new legislation.

| have been particularly impressel with
the industry©scommitment to social
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responsibility and the fact that milliors o

Gery Sutcliff, Minister for Sport

pounds have already been pledged®
This,however, does not signalthe erd of
the isste ard we expect the issie to rise
again when the nex tri-annual funding
period approaches This wil follow the
next election, which may bring a new
government and diection on this isse.

If you have any queries egarding the articles in this
newsletter please do not hesitate to cdl Tim or Chris

for aninformal chd.

They can both be mntacted on ourmain number
0114 266 8664

Oralternatively by enail on
tim@john-gaunt.couk and chris@john-gaunt.co.uk




