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 ...and the sun is shining (for the time 
being).  Although in Sheffield we have 
had more floods recently.  After several 
poor British Summers the future is start-
ing to look sunnier.

Gordon Brown is continuing to be pillo-
ried from all sides, including his own 
back bench, and the Telegraph is 
hoping that they can squeeze just one 
more story out of the expenses scandal; 
while all parties seem to have been 
chastened by the European election 
results.

The news may not be all bad for the 
Government; sightings of g̀reen shoots' 
are being reported at an increasing rate, 
both Halifax and Nationwide report an 
increase in house prices during June for 
the third time in 4 months and several 
economic forecasts are being improved 
(marginally), so are we on the road to 
recovery?

What does this mean for the Gaming 
industry? Are we heading  for recovery 
or decline?  Some recent developments 
in the Gaming sector may inform your 
view.

The issue of subdivision of licensed prem-
ises has once again been tested. As 
discussed in an earlier edition of GG, this 
issue is yet to be absolutely defined. 
However, a recent decision by Castle Point 
Borough Council has again ruled against 
this type of expansion.  This follows recent 
guidance issued by the Gambling 
Commission entit led ªLicensing Condi-
tions and Codes of Practice, Supplement 
4: Primary Gambling Activityº, which came 
into effect on the 1st May 2009.
 
Castle Point Borough Council's licensing 
sub-committee announced its decision to 
reject an application following a lengthy 
hearing on 18th May, this became the first 
decision following the implementation of 
the supplementary guidance, referred to 
above.
 
Essex based firm Star Amusements, which 
already traded in the borough, had 

wanted to install high prize money 
gambling machines (FOBT / Category B2) 
by splitting their premises to create a 
`Betting Office' alongside a proposed AGC.  

This differs from previous attempts by the 
industry seeking to establish multiple 
AGC at the same address to take advan-
tage of the separate machine entitle-
ments.
 
The licensing sub-committee did not feel 

the application met the conditions of the 
Gambling Act, particularly as the 
machines would only be separated from 
the rest of the games centre by an ªartifi-
cial dividerº.  Also the Committee did not 
feel that ªprincipal activityº at the prem-
ises would be betting, as required by the 
Gambling Commission through its 
guidance.
 
Ladbrokes Bett ing and Gaming Limited, 
Gala Coral Group Limited and Pridmore 
Bookmakers objected to the proposed 
development and were reportedly 
present at the hearing.
 
The Star Amusements centres in London 
Road, Benfleet, and Furtherwick Road, 
Canvey Island, are affected by the 
decision.

We feel there is still mileage in this story!
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Good News - The Statutory LevyNEWS IN BRIEF

The Gambling Commission has written to 
licensed bookmakers to remind them that 
they must have effective policies and proce-
dures in place to prevent young people (under 
the age of 18 years) from gambling or entering 
a betting shop. 
This follows a recent mystery shopper exercise 
undertaken by the Commission throughout 
England that revealed a disturbing failure rate.  
The exercise covered all the major betting 
operators in Great Britain, accounting for 
around 80% of betting shops, and the initial 
results show that, in 98 of the 100 shops visited, 
a 17 year old was allowed to place a bet at the 
counter.

We have no doubt this will be followed up!

The Gambling Commission continue high 
profile enforcement efforts in partnership 
with local agencies.

Recent publicised action includes an illegal 
betting investigation in Hayes, which resulted 
in at least one arrest and the seizure of illegally 
sited gaming machines in Southampton.

Following on from the preceding article, 
operators may soon expect formal test 
purchase exercises in their area.  Are you 
satisfied with your training? Are the required 
policies in place?  Are they being imple-
mented?  Proper policies are all very well, but 
of no use if not utilised.

Following on from our earlier stories on 
this subject, we can report that the Statu-
tory Levy will not be implemented for the 
next 3 year period.  

This follows considerable efforts by BISL 
(Business in Sport and Leisure) and in 
particular Russell Hoyle, Chairman of the 
Gaming working group.

BISL presented a voluntary scheme 
funded, once again, by the larger opera-
tors securing £5m + per annum for the 
next 3 years.  

The minister with responsibility (at that 
time), Gerry Sutcliffe, stated in a recent 
press release:

ªI am very pleased that we have managed 
to secure the future of this important 
work, without the need for new legislation. 
I have been particularly impressed with 
the industry©s commitment to social 

responsibility and the fact that millions of 

pounds have already been pledged.º
This, however, does not signal the end of 
the issue and we expect the issue to rise 
again when the next tri-annual funding 
period approaches.  This will follow the 
next election,  which may bring a new 
government and direction on this issue.

Tim Shield Chris Grunert

If you have any queries regarding the articles in this 
newsletter please do not hesitate to call Tim or Chris 
for an informal chat.

They can both be contacted on our main number 
0114 266 8664

Or alternatively by email on 
tim@john-gaunt.co.uk and chris@john-gaunt.co.uk
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